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1 . DEPARTMENT APPRECIATES POST'S EFFORTS TO CLARIFY 
PROCESSING OF NASSAR AFSHAR PRIVACY/FOIA REQUESTS. DEPART- 
MENT IS PREPARING AFFIDAVIT ANSWERING PLAINTIFF'S QUESTIONS 
BASED UPON REFTEL (A) AND OUR KNOWLEDGE OF STANDARD PRO- 
CEDURES AT POST. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE HOPES TO REQUEST 
SUMMARY JUDGMENT WITH THIS AFFIDAVIT AND REACH FINAL 
DISPOSITION OF THIS CASE. 

2. WE APOLOGIZE FOR BELABORING POST TO PROVIDE DETAILED 
ACCOUNTING OF POST'S HANDLING OF AFSHAR REQUEST AND POST'S 
HANDLING OF OTHER EMBASSY RECORDS. HOWEVER, JUSTICE HAS 
EMPHASIZED TO DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS IMPORTANCE OF ANSWERING 
INTERROGATORIES WITH SUCH SPECIFIC AND DIRECT ANSWERS THAT 
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THEY CAN BE UNDERSTOOD BY PERSONS UNFAMILIAR WITH DEPART- 
MENTAL PROCEDURES AND COMPLEX RECORD-KEEPING PRACTICES. 

3. IN READING REFTEL (A), JUSTICE RAISED FOLLOWING QUES- 
TIONS WHICH POST IS REQUESTED TO ANSWER AS COMPLETELY AS 
POSSIBLE. WE BELIEVE WE KNOW MOST OF THE ANSWERS, AND 
THAT ALTHOUGH THEY ARE NOT SPECIFICALLY STATED IN REFTEL 
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(A), THEY ARE IMPLIED. HOWEVER. DEPARTMENT NEEDS ABSOLUTE 
CLARIFICATION FROM POST OF THESE ISSUES: 

(I) IN RESPONSE TO REFTEL C, DID EMBASSY TEHRAN SEARCH 
CHRON FILES FOR INFORMATION PERTAINING TO MR. AFSHAR? 

(II) ASSUMING THAT THE ANSWER TO QUESTION (I) IS "NO", IS 

IT ACCURATE TO STATE THAT EVERY DOCUMENT IN THE CHRON FILES 
IS DUPLICATED IN ANOTHER EMBASSY STATE DEPARTMENT FILE? 

(III) WHAT IS THE VOLUME OF EMBASSY CHRON FILES? 

(IV) HOW DIFFICULT WOULD IT HAVE BEEN TO SEARCH CHRON 
FILES? 

(V) WHAT ARE THE EMBASSY'S RESOURCES FOR SEARCHING THE 
CHRON FILES, I.E. HOW LARGE IS THE EMBASSY STAFF WHICH 
WOULD CONDUCT SUCH A SEARCH? 

(VI) IN REFTEL (A), EMBASSY STATES: "EXCEPT FOR MATERIAL 
RETAINED IN AFSHAR FILE IN POLITICAL SECTION FROM EARLIER 
YEARS, ALL FILES FOR YEARS 1973 AND PREVIOUSLY WERE 
DESTROYED AFTER THREE YEARS IN ACCORDANCE WITH STANDARD 
PROCEDURES. IN THIS RESPECT IT IS CONCEIVABLE THAT, BUT 
UNKNOWN WHETHER, THERE MAY HAVE BEEN MATERIAL RELATING TO 
AFSHAR IN OTHER EMBASSY NON-POLITICAL FILES THAT MAY HAVE 
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BREN ROUTINELY DESTROYED OR RETIRED." DOES THIS SECOND 
SENTENCE OF PRECEEDING STATEMENT ALSO REFER ONLY TO FILES 
FOR YEARS 1973 AND PREVIOUS? 

(VII) REFTEL (A) DID NOT SPECIFICALLY ADDRESS PARA 5 OF 
REFTEL (B) WHICH NOTED THAT POSSIBILITY EXISTS THAT 
PLAINTIFF'S ATTORNEY WILL REQUEST THAT COURT AUTHORIZE 
HIS TRAVEL TO TEHRAN TO DEPOSE APPROPRIATE EMBASSY 
OFFICIAL AND OBTAIN DISCOVERY ORDER FOR POST RECORDS. 
DEPARTMENT, THEREFORE, NEEDS FINAL ASSURANCE THAT ALL 
DOCUMENTS UNDER STATE CONTROL ON AFSHAR, THE IRAN FREE 
PRESS, AND THE COMMITTEE FOR FREE IRAN HAVE BEEN RETRIEVED 
AND FORWARDED TO DEPARTMENT. WERE ALL SUCH DOCUMENTS 
SENT TO DEPARTMENT UNDER REFTELS (D) AND (E)? 

4. DEPARTMENT APPRECIATES POST'S EFFORTS AND PROMPT 
RESPONSES TO PREVIOUS REFTELS. AGAIN REQUESTING EMBASSY'S 
RESPONSE ASAP. VANCE 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 11 -Nov-1 977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977STATE270695 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: FMMACHAK:LB 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D77041 8-0238 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linkl 977/newtext/tl 9771 1 68/aaaacfvw. tel 

Line Count: 112 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: e7f2111c-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ORIGIN DRC 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 77 TEHRAN 9622, 77 STATE 259045, 76 STATE 183386, 76 TEHRAN A-143, 77 TEHRAN A-139 

Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 19-Jan-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 618320 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PRIVACY ACT REQUEST OF NASSAR AFSHAR 
TAGS: AINF, US, IR, (AFSHAR, NASSAR) 

To: TEHRAN 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/e7f21 1 1 c-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



